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has been recorded Rainfall is mainly in summer The
winter snow lies on the ground until the returning warmth
of summer thaws the land The chief control of vegetation
is the intense cold of the long winter The regions to be
distinguished are (i) The fotndra or northern plains con
verted by the warmth of summer from an iron hard frost
bound \vaste to a swamp region with flooded streams (n)
The taiga or pine forest belt This stretches across the
country to the south of the tundra into which it gradually
merges It is very lowlymg also and in parts almost swamp
The inhabitants are not at all numerous and lead a very
primitive life as dwellers on the forest edge (in) The
prmne great open plains to the south of the forest where
the soil is excellent and the climate quite suitable for agn
culture It resembles very dosely the similar region of
Canada (iv) The steppe country which lies in general still
farther south and constitutes a great natural pasture (v)
The better valley regions of the south where the conditions
favour dairy farming as the mam industry (vi) The veiy
mountainous south which has great undeveloped minerd
resources
The chief route of the region is the trans Siberian railway
which terminates at Vladivostok the Pacific gate of easteni
Siberia Unfortunately the harbour while suitable in aft
other respects is blocked by ice for some months during tbe
Winter The trans-continental line brings to this port ^
wheat butter and animal products of the southern area of
Siberia, It actually enters the Pacific Basin when it crosses
Ibe YaWoiKH Mountains at a height of 3000 feet above tibfe
sea.